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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: . HENRY A. KISSINGER

SUBJECT: - My November 23 Meeting with Ambassador Huang
‘ Hua, Permanent PRC Representative to the UN

I'met secretly with Ambassador Huang Hua, Peking's Permanent Representa-
tive to the United Nations, for two hours in New York on Tuesday night,
- November 23, He was accompanied by their Deputy Perfmanent Reprosenta~
“tive, Ch'en Ch'u, who is also the Director of the I nfefmation Department
in the PRC Ministry of Foreign Afizirs, and c_.n.--rﬁ:rpre-ter.- On our side
were Ambassador Bush, General Haig, and Winston T.o»d,

The meeting served to establish this new channel for UN matters as agreed
to by both governments through our regular channel, to make arrangements
for future communication, and to begin discussions on such UN issues as
South Asia, a new Secretary~General, and the Middle East., The Ambassa-
dor, whom I had met in Peking in July and has since been the PRC
‘Ambessador-in Ottawa, was affable but cautious. He generally cited his
government's public statements as the approach they would take in New
York., It was abundantly clear from Huang's performance that the PRC

was surprised to gain sdmission to the UN this vear, that it was not parti-
cularly enthusiastic about its entrance, and that its deLeg‘_,rtnon is feeling

its way in an unfamiliar c‘nwronment :

Fo.‘x,lowing are the highl.ig'hts of the sessioﬂ # 25X
: 25X1

- The Private Channel and Public Performance

We confirmed our agreement with the Chinese that Huang Fua and I would
secretly exchange views on "relevant major guestions of principle within
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the scope of the work of the United 1\‘ tions. ' We will communicate only
on subjects of major importance, such as South Asia, at least until your
visit, when various issues may become clearer. When consultations are
necessary, we will decide on an ad Dho¢ basis how esch issue should be
handled between us, and e stablish unaergiandmga which c¢ould then be
implemented by Ambassador Bush in New York, 1 pulm,cx outl that it was
in our mutual interest that we don't appear to be cooperating visibly, and

1 made clear that we did not seck a great deal of contact.

After complimenting the Ambassador on how the PRC had turned aside
requests from Democratic candidates to visit China, I emphasized the

need for restraint in public statements between now and your visit. 1 said

our side would avoid polemics, and pointed to their opening UN speech
on November 15 as fodder for domestic opponents of your China policy.
Many parties would like to derail your initiative; therefore while both
sides would clearly stand by their convictions, we both had to be alert
to this problem. ' I said that Vietnam was a particularly sensitive ‘

- subject, a pointed reference to statements coming out of Peking during

North V} otnamese Prlme Minister Pham Van Dong's current viait thore,

SOu‘th Asia

" This took up the buln of our Lime. 1 explained our a.pproac]‘x.‘both gencrally

and in the United Nations; Ambassador Huang Hua referred to their public
statements and reaffirmed PRC support for Pakistan.

I said that we knew what the Indians were up to, and I rept—,atezd our intention
“to cut off assistance if they clearly launched aggression. We were allevia-

ting the suffering and economic dislocation of the refugees, having given

‘more to this effort than the rest of the world put together; we had carmarked

$250 million for humanitarian relief in Fast Pakistan; and we favored a
pelitical solution of the problem and had taken many steps in this direction.

Raomphamzxng that we would not accept military a;m"v- 288ion by India, I
outlined what we were currently deing to prevent hostilities, including our
approaches to New Delhi, Moscow, and Islamabad, our consideration of
UN action, and our approaches to the British and Germans.,

Ambass a&ar Huang‘f Hua, pmhtcd to Chou's statements to me, thelr note in
the other channel, their Foreign Minister's speech during Bhulto's visit
in. Peking, and their recent speech in the UN as representing Peling's
basic position. ".i his addg up to strong backing of Pakistan, including
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military 2seistance, but falls short of a commitment to send troops in
- the event of hostilitics., ©

I outlined the type of resolution we were considering, and he said that
they would have to study it. He inquired, and I confirmed, that we would
probably not propose a Resolution but would work toward one that might
have a restraining impact, He indicated the PRC's unenthusiastic resig-
nation to the praspect of Hecurlty Council action, saylng it was out of
their hands. I pointed out that it was in our mutual interest not to anp@ur
‘to have positions too close on this issue, thus establishing the fact tha

we will have to be more evenhanded than they.

I assured him that we would not force the pace on this issue and would
give them advance information on anything that we know would occur,
My efforts to elicit more precise positions on their part were fruitiess,
as he clearly was restricting himself to their public statements and to
ass 95911:10 the s1tua.t10n as it evolves,

Avnbasmhdor F‘uang asked for our assessment of thc military situation aad
L gave him the rundown of cur latest intelligence estimates.

Successor to U Thant

said that we would take into account their views on U Thant's successor,
making it clear that I did not expect an answer at this time., e asked
our views, and I said thai we had not made any final judgment but had o
slight leaning toward Jacobson at this point, The only candidate we had
ruled out was Herrera. | '

He stated that they were unfamiliar with all the candidates and were still
studying the situation. He pointed out that our official rejection of Horvera:
© had put them in an awkward position when they were asked about his
candidacy. I said that we would give them advance warning of any new
official positions on the various candidates that we might take. Ile
wondered whether there was anything to the suggestions that U Thant
might stay on for a brief interim period while a successor was chosen:
Ambassador Bush and I knecked down this possibility, saying that a
decision was needed by January 1. ' ‘

The Middle East

IHe raised this subject ‘:mlumﬁ in particular how it might be treated ’.:"‘: ‘he
United Nations. I brielly recdunted ﬂw negetiating history -- the
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bilaterals with the Soviet Union, the Four Power talks in the UN, and our
recent intermediary role. Ambassador Bush and I pointed out that no
‘serious discussion had really been held among the Four Powers, I
“mentioned in low key that we would not be opposed to their participation
in this forum, and he emphas1zed that the PRC was not 1ntc,rested in
joining these talks,

I said that we had hoped that negouatwns would move away from discussions
of theoretical formulations toward concrete progress, and I pointed out the
difficulties which had arisen over an interim settlement which we had
thought was important to show movement. Our immediate efforts in the -
UN debate would be to prevent exacerhation of feeling on both sides, as.
well as more rigid commitment by the Israelis to existing lines, I
explained that making too absoclute demands on Israel had the pract:cal
tendency of making it easier for it to dig in.

Taiwan Independence Demonatrations

I preempted this subject, knowing their sensitivities and the fact that there
had been some recent demonstrations around their hotel, T reaffirmed
that there was no US official involvement in these demonstrations. We
couwld and would not interfere in demonstrations so long as they were
legal and orderly. I pointed cutf that you had been the target of larger
demonstrations than they. Ambassador Huang did not press the issue,

but pointed out that there had heen increasing Taiwan independence activitie
recently in the US and in other places, such as Japan., I repeated what

I had told Chou En-~lai, namely that we would not encourage or participate
in such movements, | -

The meeting ended with agreement on fufure contacts and additional

pleasantries, I repeated that we would do anvthlng that we could to make
their stay in New York more comfortable,
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